LETTERS         FROM         LAUSANNE

society. You can desire me to learn to play cards,
and thus there will be no more question of chess or
draughts. We shall all become a little less indis-
pensable to each other. If there is any question
of love it can easily be shown and at length con-
fessed. If there is not it will be seen more clearly
and I shall not be able to deceive myself any
longer."

I pressed her to my heart. " How amiable, how
reasonable you are 1" I exclaimed. " How content
and satisfied I am with youl Yes, my child,, we
shall do all that you desire. Let no one ever
reproach me with my weakness or bhndness. How
could you have been what you now are, if my
mind had been yours, and if, instead of having a
soul of your own, you had only had mine? You
are better than I am. I see in you qualities which
I thought almost impossible to unite, as much
firmness as sensibility, discernment as simplicity,
prudence as uprightness. May this sentiment,
which has developed such rare qualities in you,
not make you pay too dearly for the good it has
done you I May it perish or bring you happiness! "

Cecilia, who was excessively tired, begged me to
undress her, help her to go to bed, and then have
my supper at her bedside. In the middle of supper
she fell asleep. It is eleven o'clock and she is not
yet up. From to-night onwards I shall begin to
execute her plan and I shall relate to you in a few
days with what success.